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“ Sincli— LOUISVILLE USERS GROUP 


03/4/88 


mM The Sinclair Louisville User Group meeting came to order on 


Wednesday, February 10, 198% at 7:30 PM at the Government Center 
on Outer Loop road. I did manage to make it to this meeting but 
was late due to work. 


General discussion was made about the user group meet in 
Columbus Ohio. At that meeting in Columbus, Andrew Kosiorak said 
that the Cleveland user group would possibly tost a Sinclair 
User Group meet in late summer. Well, plans are now definite and 
here is the lowdown: 


NOTE! Message did not show up on Compuserve as yet. 


We SLUG members need to get ALL our software titles that we 
have for our particular machines and make a list so we can 
compile 4 library reference. If you do this, say what format it 
is on (tape, disk format, mdv, etc.3, and write a brief 
description of what the program is (game, disk utility, etc.), 


and a brief description of what it does (shoot the asteroids, 
disk catalog, etc.). If and when you might do this, give your 
lists to Ed Radtke and/or John Hamilton. 


The Orlando, Fla. WINTERFEST will be history by tonites 
meeting. I don’t believe anyone from SLUG attended so we will 
have to just wait and see what others say in their newsletters. 
I, personally, hope it was a complete success. Frank Davis and 
Paul Holmgren, the Midwest Fest producers, have stated tha 
there is a good possibility that a major Sinclair show will 
happen in 1989 sowewhere in the Midwest. The place wasn’t 
mentioned, but probably would be Indy since it is centrally 
located. I hope the SLUG group will attend that one in force. I 
know I will. 


The meeting carried on untill about 9 - 9:30 with casual 


SECRETARY 


conversation about a variety of topie from mputers to 
, gaoatsmilk. LIF - 


President JIM PITTS Editor SHAWN MERRICK 
Secretary BOB CRECCO Librarian ED RADTKE 
Treasurer JOHN HAMILTION Public RAY MANLEY 
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AFFORDABLE, FAST, RELIABLE, EASY 10 


Be ise 


USE and software to get you started? 


BiSk per disk... That’s BYTE POWER ULTIMATE Al] this is yours for only $289.29 (US) 
I! 

DISK SYSTEM For the Toe068!!! DUAL DRIVE system (same as above but with 2 QUAD 

, density disk drives for a total storage capacit 
Comes fully assenb led and tested with 90 DAY WET A5E ROQADYTES Fo 5 sia kak eel sett k $375 00 
warranty 15 system includes: 1 LARKEN DISK ‘ 
INTERFACE, 1 LKBOS cart. (with EX-BASIC) : i F : 
1 geek hag tte disk drive (815k per disk}, 4 Disk drive systen available, please write for 
DISK CASE, POWER SUPPLY and ALL ABLES. nore information. 


PLUS you get 1 free box of 19 disks and free PLEASE ADD $10 for SHIPPING/INSURANCE per systen 


a 
hie Did you ever loge a es 


: because of a bad disk? or gimpl 
/y fi (© erased the wrong file and could 
r Ql pe 


not retrieve i 


‘Version @Q Yes? Well this softuare may be 
Version. nt) of interest to you then... : 


This progran is not pny Used to retrieve files, in fact, this 
Package contains 20 DIS UTILITIES? ¢¢ 


These utilities are... FORMAT DISK, CHANGE DISK LABEL, CHANGE 
HEAD SPEED, CHANGE NUMBER OF TRACKS, CHANGE NUMBER OF SIDES, 
RENAME FILE, VALIDATE DISK, CATALOG DISK, COPY ENTIRE DISK, 

1 FILE), EXTENDED CATALOG (ALL FILES), RECOVER 
i COVER ERASED FILE, RECOVER FILES FROM BAD DISK, MOVE 
FILE, MOVE ALL FILES, ERASE FILE, ERASE ALL FILES, SECTOR EDITOR 
and SECTOR ANALYZER. 

This i8 the nost complete Package for the LARKEN systenttt 
Available on 5 1/4“ disk (Double or GUAD density, specify) 


Horks on AERCO, RAMEX and OLIGER I/F With LARKEN LKDOS cartridge 


$29.95 (US) + $2.00 Postage/Hand] ing 


If purchased with THE ULTIMATE DISK SYSTEM...... only 824.95 (US) 


FUCURISCIC, COMPUTER, THIN, 
SUPER GOLD. GORWUR, MTA ies, 
RATL-UTALICS. TYPE WRITER, 
ORTENTAL, ADVENTURE, BALLOON, 
SHALL TYPE, ARMY STYLE, BOLD 
ARMY, SMALL BOLD, PLAIN BOLD, 
and FASY READ, 

These fonts are compacts le 
with PIXEL PRINZ. Plus you cez 


CLD ELOLISH 


and §4 Colunn Print, 
as a BONUS, you also cet a 
FONT EDICOR 


tO Create your own 
character sets!!! 


$10. (U5) + $2.90 S/H 


Create GIGANTIC banners for 
special events op just for funt 


ee ToATUDSARtEE QPteapnte designs 
1 e ton 
= Sree BYTE POWER is a highly sophisbicabed 
at t= 
| 


= _sconpuberized magazine on cassebte for the 


= = ) 152068 and SINCLAIR SPECTRUM. 
J 


o longer vill you have bo type in long, 


fasbidious prograns... JUST LOAD AND RUN! 


BYTE POWER is the ULTIMATE nagazine, over 100 prograns vere 
published up to now (9 issues). Most of these prograns are in 
FAST HACHINE LANGUAGE! And ue bring you this qual iby 


progranning ab a very small cosb... 


.. LESS THAN 39 CENTS A PROGRAM! (based on a 12 issue suber. } 


BABE a wornka edn eae ea $5.50 6 ISSUES............0. $29, 99 
LO ARSUERB eon 5665 09's 4 aes $49.99 SAMPLE/CATALOG tape..... $2. 00 


FIRST CLASS PACK (6 BACK ISSUES IN A VINYL ALBUM)....... $35. 00 


font, you also 
get a GRAPHIC DESIGNER to 
create your own graphicst 


315.9 + $2.9 S/H 


The ADAM Scene, March 1988 
by Shawn M. Merrick 


Rather than review any particular software package this 
issue, I've decided to present an update of current ADAM 
news: 


Disk Enhancements - ORPHANWARE, of Akron Ohio, offers 
several disk upgrades. While the standard ADAM drive stores 
160K on regular 5.25 inch floppies, you can increase this by 
double-siding (for 320K). If that's not enough, you can 
have the drive mechanics replaced with 3.5 inch for 720K 
storage. This costs $175, and I'll let you know more about 
it when mine arrives soon. There is also a 1.4M format for 
Ene =3is 5a neh. 


ORPHANWARE BBS - John Lingrel sells his ADAM hardware 
through a hardware-intensive, modified version of my 
ADAMCastle BBS. This runs at 300 or 1200 BPS, from 7 PM to 
7 AM weekdays, and 24 hours weekends. The number is 
216-882-4720, and be sure to use 8 data bits, 1 stop bit, 
and no parity! 


2400 Baud ADAM - Although my ADAMCastle BBS runs well 
with the internal 300 BPS modem and ring-detector, several 
people are pushing for 1200 BPS versions. My AVATEX 1200 
modem is great for terminal programs, but the few "smart" 
features make a BBS nearly impossible. I'm hoping to sell 
this modem for $100 (any offers out there?) and purchase a 
2400 BPS modem with full Hayes commands. Will I have the 
first 2400 baud ADAM BBS in the world? 


Coleco Revisions - Perhaps it was the risk of 
embarrassment that prompted Coleco programmers to hide the 
version numbers of software packages. Most applications 
(including the built-in SmartWRITER) will identify the 
version in the SMARTKEY screen when CONTROL-R is pressed. Do 
this immediately after the program has loaded! If you have 
ADAMCalc, load it and don't press anything when the HELP 
option appears. Instead, press the UP and RIGHT arrows 
simultaneously, and then type “surfnazi" to see the hidden 
programmer credits including graphic (hobby?) displays! 


ADAM survey - Does anyone really read my articles? If 
you have an ADAM, or know someone who does, please reply to: 


Shawn Merrick 
6413 Briscoe Lane 
Louisville, KY 40228 
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A 2068 DISC INTERFACE STANDARD 
By Bill Ferrebee 
From Pixel Print Press-Winter 


_T/S computerists are well used to working with cassettes 
for data storage. SAVEing and LOADing programs and files using 
that G.E. or Panasonic recorder is old hat. to the veteran T/S 
user. 


The cassette is by far the cheapest way to go. Blank tapes 
are easy to find, economical to buy, and simple to use. 


But cassettes are SLOW. Yes, the 2068 does use a high-speed 
system to transmit data to/from tape. It is an improvement over 
the 1000/1500; but it is still not fast enough for some. 


Microdrives are faster, but not very cost-effective. 
Cartridges are costly, hard to find, and the system just hasn't 
really caught on. : 


The solution is disc drives. The initial cost’ may seem 
expensive when compared to cassette, but the increased storage 
capacity, access time, and programming flexibility makes the 
investment well worth while. (Now if I could just convince my 
wife!) 

Now arises another problem. There are a nummber of disc 
interfaces to choose from. AERCO, Oliger, Ramex, even Timex 
themselves has a limited run of their own disc interface. 


The problem is one of “compatibility”. Each company 
designed their “operating system” differently. A disc made on 
the AERCO system, for example, will not run on a Ramex system. 


But Larry Kenny has come up witih a solution. His LARKEN 
system has a well-built interface that will hold up to 4 
drives. 


But it is the "Extended Basic" cartridge that solves the 
problem. If you own an AERCO, Ramex, or Oliger interface, you 
can buy his cartridge, and make your system LARKEN compatible. 
This will allow you to share discs with other people that have 
LARKEN cartridges. 


Finally, a STANDARD! I commend Larry on the advance he has 
made towards setting a T/S disc drive standard. 


Let's get behind Larry on this endeavor...it could mean 
even better software could be available soon for T/S users! 


PARTIAL CLEAR SCREEN for the ZxX81 by Jim Pitts 


Did you ever want to clear just the bottom portion of the screen during a 
BASIC program? Perhaps you have a title across the top line or two and 
would like for it to remain during the entire program. This little six 
byte machine code routine will allow just that. That's right SIX BYTES! 
Actually the routine calls a much longer routine in ROM and passes on 

a single byte parameter which is first loaded into the B register. It 
looks like this on an assembler: 


PCLS LD B,n 
: CALL OA2C 
RET 


The second byte is a value you opt to load into B. It must not have more 
than a decimal value of 24 , ( 18 hex ), as this is the number of lines 
on the ZX display. The value you poke into this position is the number 
of lines you wish to clear from the bottom of the display. This idea was 
taken from David Woods excellent machine code programming book. ( See 
my review of the book in an earlier issue of the SLUG newsletter.) David 
makes a small error though by stating that the number of lines to be 
cleared must be poked into the BC register pair. I tried this and it 
didn't work so I took a look at Ian Logan's ROM DISASSEMBLY and found 
that the value needed to be in the B register only. In fairness to David, 
this is the only mistake I have found in his book after extensive use. 


For some of you the above discussion is of little interest. Here is 
how to make it work - no theory necessary : 


1. Make a 1 REM line with 6 periods in it. ( 1 REM ...... ) 

2. POKE 16514,6 

3. POKE 16515,0 

4. POKE 16516,205 

5. POKE 16517,44 

6. POKE 16518,10 

7. POKE 16519,201 

8. In your BASIC program first POKE 16516 with the number of lines you 
wish to clear. 

9. Then call the routine from BASIC with RAND USR 16514. 


That's all there is to it. NAMASKAR! 


MAKING CONTACT witH SLUG 
PUBLIC REALTIONS 


Oty ake Shawn Merrick yay Pag Tey 

1434 Goddard Ave. 6413 Be cicée ‘spi J656 Summit aa 

Loutsville, KY. boudeott tes eC New ieee IN. 
4264 48228 47 i52 
Qs 2a 

Se ciara ara (582)968-5439 nee 

S.L.U.G. 
ree ees es 94122 Wallingford. Ln. 
> + Louisville, KY. 

1627 Beuey St. 1682 Woodluck Ave. eer 

New Albany, IN. Louisville. KY. - 
47150 4a2@5 


(812)948-1414 (582) 458-7324 


WANTED WANTED WANTED 


aj) "@X" PRINTER by SINCLAIR 

b) T7Si@@@ Graphics Tool Kit 

ec) "COMPUSA" Documentation & Schematics 
Aiso Users Names & Adderss, 


EDWARD RADTKE 
1602 Woodluck Ave. 
Leoteirsw iL Ves, bh 40205 


WANTED WANTED WANTED 
gRPACE (hava te 13 
ocumentat?@R and 


Gere r Software 
b) Users Manual and/or any Documentation 
For a “MICROTEK MT-8@P" Printer 


JIM BODRTEE 
4122 Wallingford Ln. 
loti reud tLibes. KY; 404218 


POR: SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE 


a) "GORILLA BANANA" Printer (Parallel) 

b) "FOOTE PRINT" Printer interface 
(Parallel) 

ce} S Guttet “LINEPACKER “Power Strip 


BOB CERCCO 
1627 Dewey St. 
New Albany, IN. 47154 
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“System Been Down Long’’? 


SERVICE TIPS: 


SOME KIND OF FAN TO EITHER 
BLOW AIR INTO OR SUCK AIR 
THROUGH DISK DRIVE WILL GREATLY 
REDUCE PROBLEMS SUCH AS BELT 
STREACHING DUE TQ OQUER HEATING 
AS WELL AS HEADS GETTING OUT oF 
ALIGNMENT OR IC’s GOING BAD. 
REMBER TO USE A PIECE OF AIR 
CONDITIONER FILTER TO ELIMATE 
DUST ENTRY. 


THE USE OF MOU?s (METAL- 
OXIDE VARISTORS) WHEN INSTALLED 
IN A POWER STRIP WILL GREATLY 
REDUCE UOLTAGE SPIKES COMING 
INTO YOUR COMPLITER, MAYBE SAVING 
ITS LIFE. FIG a IS FOR you 
DO-IT-YOUR-SELFERS, 


LINE IN RECEPTACLES 


FIG a 


THREE GENERAL ELECTRIC 
U13@LA1@A MOUs Cradio shack 
number 276-S7@) ARE CONNECTED 
BETWEEN THE HOT, NEUTRAL, ANDO 
GROUND WIRES OF THE POWER LINE 
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S.L.U.G. 

4122 Wallingford In. 
Louisville, Ky. 
40218 2365 

USA 


DON LAMBERT 

353510 Clover Dr. S.W. 

CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 
52404 


